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Dear Parents, Staff  

As some of you may be aware, I have announced my retirement, 
effective June 30, 2018.  The next phase of my life will still include children 
though - as my wife of 38 years, Linda, and I await the arrival of our second 
and third grandchildren this fall.   

It has been an honor to serve in public schools for nearly four decades – as 
an Elementary and Secondary teacher, Elementary, Middle and High School 
Principal, Curriculum Coordinator, Assistant Superintendent, and seven years 
as your Superintendent.  I will work to support a smooth transition in 
leadership and continue the tradition of excellence and commitment to 
“what’s best for students” in the district and throughout our organization. 

I am proud of the hard work and innovation I have seen during my tenure, 
supporting your students.  Together, we have passed ballot measures to 
provide revenues that keep class size low and ensure our campus facilities 
meet the needs of our students.  We have developed and implemented 
strategic and instructional plans that recognize the importance of student 
well-being, in the face of growing concerns about student stress.  We have 
seen a technology evolution that supports and enhances instruction.  And, 
this year, we have taken a stand against racism and school violence, 
empowering all our stakeholders to truly engage as global citizens. 

Thank you for the opportunity to serve this community and the opportunity 
to work with the teachers, students, administrators, support staff, and school 
board during my tenure at LGSUHSD.  Thank you for helping me feel 
welcome, appreciated and valued and thank you for your grace and patience 
as we navigated complex issues on behalf of our students.   

I gave the work “my all” and give my best wishes and support to the 
continued work and dreams of our district. I care deeply about the entire 
LGSUHSD staff, students and community!  May the work continue with the 
loyalty and commitment our students and communities deserve! 

With Appreciation, 

Bob 

 
 

 

Upcoming Events 

   May 28 
   Memorial Day Observed 
 
    June 7 
    End of 2nd Semester 
 
    June 8 
    Certificated Employee Work Day 
 
    June 7 / 8 
    Graduations (SHS/LGHS) 

 
For more about upcoming 

events, visit our website at 

www.lgsuhsd.org 

 

@LGHSMeasureE 
@SHSMeasureE 

@GoFalconPower 
@GoLGCats 
#LGSUHSD 
#LGSPN 

Facebook  
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Congratulations and thank 

you to each of this year’s 

retirees:  Kim Anzalone, 

Kimberly Bergkamp, Ann 

Jordan, Jim Marino, Arnaldo 

Rodriguex and  Debbie Troxell 

You have made a difference 

each and every day in the 

lives of your students; may  

you cherish those memories 

as you create anew!  

http://www.lgsuhsd.org/
http://www.lgsuhsd.org/
https://www.facebook.com/LGSHSdistrict/


   
 

             Student Safety - Our Priority 

As Santa Clara County schools continue to refine and 

practice emergency protocols, your assistance is 

critical.  The Santa Clara County Office of Education 

recently requested that families and children  

immediately report any threat or safety concern to school 

officials or law enforcement. If you hear of a student who 

might exhibit patterns of behavior or mental health issues 

that could lead to acts of violence, please inform school 

staff. If you learn of a threat made to a student or a 

school, let the school principal know or call 911. 

They also shared the following resources that may help 

us all recognize the signs of students who may be in 

emotional distress as well as some resources for 

emergency mental and behavioral health services: 

 Know the Warning Signs, National Alliance on 

Mental Illness 

 Emergency Psychiatric Services, Santa Clara County 

Behavioral Health Services 

In addition, the SCCOE provides training and support 

related to school safety, school climate and culture, and 

student mental health and well-being. Learn more about 

student support topics on our Safe and Healthy 

Schools resource page. 

In the aftermath of such tragedies, educators work to 

ensure that every measure is taken to ensure the security 

of their campus. In addition, they provide a safe space for 

their students to share their concerns, ask questions, and 

find answers. Parents are often looking for resources to 

approach the difficult topic of school violence with their 

children. 

 Talking with Children About Violence, National 

Association of School Psychologists 

 Talking to Children After a Shooting, American 

Psychological Association 

At our March 6th meeting, the Board of Trustees of 

LGSUHSD adopted a resolution urging legislators to adopt 

legislation designed to keep our students safe from gun 

violence.  This resolution can be found by clicking here. 

The safety of our students is our highest priority. Coming 

together as a community and remaining vigilant will help 

us ensure that students are safe and allow us to continue 

the important work of education.  

 

Digital Citizenship 
 
Student safety goes further than our concerns around gun 
violence.  Our students live in a cyber-world beyond the 
bricks and mortar of our schools and classrooms.  And our 
commitment to their safety extends to this realm. 
 

 
 
In April 2015, the Atlantic noted “Although many of today’s 
teens are immersed in social media, that doesn’t mean they 
inherently have the knowledge or skills to make the most of 
their online experiences.”  As educators, we are committed 
to ensuring our students use the technology resources 
available to them in a way that improves their academic and 
educational experiences while ensuring their safety. 
 
We are incredibly fortunate to have time built into our 
district calendar for ongoing staff development and, earlier 
this semester, the district held a Digital Citizenship 
collaboration afternoon. Teachers discussed current trends 
and practices around this topic and the greater role digital 
citizenship plays in schools. Students participated in the 
afternoon as part of a panel where they 
provided background context and described their 
experiences and perspectives, growing up in the digital age 
with social media use being a facet of daily life. Teachers 
were given time to collaborate and create classroom 
materials addressing student self-image and identity 
on social media, as well as student digital footprints and 
online reputations.   
 
As parents, you play a critical role in educating, modelling 
and ensuring internet safety.  Common Sense Media 
provides a variety of resources that promote meaningful 
dialogue around this topic and I encourage you to engage 
with your child and have these discussions. 

https://www.nami.org/Learn-More/Know-the-Warning-Signs
https://www.sccgov.org/sites/bhd/Services/Emergency/EmergencyPsychiatricServices/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.sccoe.org/depts/schoolhealth/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.sccoe.org/depts/schoolhealth/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources/school-safety-and-crisis/talking-to-children-about-violence-tips-for-parents-and-teachers
http://www.apa.org/topics/violence/school-shooting.aspx
http://www.lgsuhsd.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_87205/File/Home/17-16%20Gun%20Violence.pdf
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/privacy-and-internet-safety/age/teens


   
 

 

21st Century Learning in the Classroom 

You’ve been hearing about the use of Canvas, as a 
Learning Management system, in the classroom and 
the transition to Google this year.  It has been an 
exciting process as our student access to 21st century 
tools and teacher proficiency increases.   
 
Your support, as our community, for Measure E which 
provides technology resources and infrastructure and  
the Parcel Tax renewal, which keeps class sizes down, 
creates a learning environment where our students 
benefit.  District-wide professional development, 
department collaboration and one-on-one coaching 
provide structures that ensure teachers are learning 
and, as such, giving our students their best.   
 

For example, Alex 
Hemmerich’s Digital 
Photography class at 
Saratoga High school, 
introduces students to 
the fundamentals of 
shooting and editing 

photo-based images. The emphasis is on teaching 
students the basics of visual communication and the 
technical knowledge necessary to effectively capture 
and manipulate digital photos. 
 
Students from Kelly 
Wissolik's English classes at 
Saratoga High create 
collaborative videos to 
explain symbolism from 
literature. 
 

 
At Los Gatos High, students in 
Rachel Peters' class annotate 
videos in Photoshop to 
demonstrate learning of 
physics concepts. 
 

 
Also, in Alex Czech’s Graphic Design 
2 class, students use Adobe 
Illustrator to design posters using 
only triangles to illustrate their 
subject matter, in a blend of 
technology and art. 

 

 
 

Students Speak Up! 

On March 14th, students 
across the country 
raised their voices, 
decrying gun violence 
and honoring the 17 
lives lost in Florida.  
And, students in our 

schools were no exception, being offered the 
opportunity to participate in the 17-minute walk out.  
Student speakers and peaceful demonstrations 
illustrated the sadness 
felt by all who 
participated and their 
commitment to making 
a difference that will 
result in meaningful 
change.  Voter pre-
registration for juniors, 
positioning them to 
vote as global citizens when they are 18, empowers 
them to actively engage in solution-based discussions 
around the issues facing our world today.  I am proud 
of a community where this is not only possible but 
encouraged.  

NUMU – New Museum Los Gatos  

Community partnerships 
are part of the fabric of 
our schools and our 
district. We are excited to 
announce that NUMU is 
presenting an exhibition, Sis Boom Bah! The Life and 
Times of Los Gatos High School,  scheduled to run 
September 7, 2018  through early 2020.  Sis Boom 
Bah! will explore what it’s meant to be a Los Gatos 
Wildcat over the course of 130 years. In this three-
dimensional yearbook style exhibition, they share the 
evolution of high school events and traditions, check in 
on notable alumni and get to know today's students 
who are creating history right now!  NUMU invites you 
to learn more about the exhibition by clicking on the link 
below. 
 
http://www.numulosgatos.org/exhibitions-
2/2018/9/7/sis-boom-bah-the-life-and-times-of-los-
gatos-high-school 
 
 
 

https://numulosgatos.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d7fc65fad0599e445e6b43007&id=54415a5f99&e=a698374f4b
https://numulosgatos.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d7fc65fad0599e445e6b43007&id=54415a5f99&e=a698374f4b
http://www.numulosgatos.org/exhibitions-2/2018/9/7/sis-boom-bah-the-life-and-times-of-los-gatos-high-school
http://www.numulosgatos.org/exhibitions-2/2018/9/7/sis-boom-bah-the-life-and-times-of-los-gatos-high-school
http://www.numulosgatos.org/exhibitions-2/2018/9/7/sis-boom-bah-the-life-and-times-of-los-gatos-high-school


   
 

 
 

Measure E Update 
 

We’re making progress 
on several key projects 
continues.  Abatement 
is underway at SHS for 
the 800 Wing and we 
expect to award the 
construction contract 
at the May 22nd board 
meeting.  This work 
will ultimately make 

space for student leadership activities and a Student 
Support Services Center. 
 

 
At Los Gatos High, the new Music and Classroom 
buildings are on target for completion in time for the 
reopening of school in the fall.  We are incredibly 
fortunate to have the opportunity, afforded us by 
community support, to provide these facilities for our 
students. 

 

 
 

 
District technology resources also benefit from 
technology-specific Measure E funding.  The bond 
specifically called for resources that   

“...ensure all students have access to up-to-date 

classrooms with updated classroom 

technology...provide and maintain up-to-date 

technology data  

and communication equipment... upgrade 

instructional technology  

in the classroom for improved student learning…” 

To date, $980,000 
of the $4 million 

allocated for 
technology has 

been spent in the 
following priority 

areas:   

 Replacement of core infrastructure (switches, 
networking, servers) 

 Online New Music Building at SHS 
 Demo AV Rooms at LGHS and SHS 
 Classroom Tech Upgrades 
 Upgrading AV Systems 
 Security Camera Systems 

We are currently reviewing audit and infrastructure 
data to develop recommendations for the  
implementation of remaining network and AV 
upgrades, enhanced district-wide connectivity 
solutions and enhanced security.  We’ll be purchasing 
components for the two new buildings at LGHS and 
the renovated building at SHS.  And we will fill 
identified needs in instructional technology.   
 
The district’s Technology Plan will also be reviewed 
and revised.  We are continuing to provide 
professional development opportunities through 
technology collaboration events, workshops and 
inter-district support opportunities.  The 
recommendations of the Digital Learning Plan are still 
at the core of our work and we plan to reconvene the 
district’s Technology Committee this fall to solicit 
input as we update the Digital Learning Plan, in 
preparation for 2019-2022.   

http://www.lgsuhsd.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=87289&pageId=311880

